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Copyright case: Stevens v. CoreLogic Inc., USA
Thomas Long (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Monday, July 9th, 2018

Real estate photographers failed to provide evidence that software provider CoreLogic, Inc.,
removed copyright management information (CMI) from licensed photos posted to listing services
by real estate agents using CoreLogic’s software with the requisite mental state for liability under
the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA), the U. S. Court of Appeals in San Francisco has
held. The photographers did not affirmatively show that CoreLogic knew that its software’s failure
to retain metadata in the photographers’ digital image files that contained invisible watermarks
would “induce, enable, facilitate, or conceal” copyright infringement, as required for liability under
17 U.S.C. §1202(b). There was no evidence from which one could infer that future infringement
was likely to occur as a result of the removal or alteration of copyright management information.
The Ninth Circuit affirmed a decision of the federal district court in San Diego, which ruled on
summary judgment that CoreLogic could not be liable for violating the DMCA due to the
photographers’ failure to meet the “mental state” requirement of Section 1202(b) (Stevens v.
CoreLogic, Inc., June 20, 2018, Berzon, M.).

Case date: 20 June 2018
Case number: No. 16-56089
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Copyright Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

https://copyrightblog.kluweriplaw.com/
https://copyrightblog.kluweriplaw.com/2018/07/09/usa-stevens-v-corelogic-inc-united-states-court-appeals-ninth-circuit-no-16-56089-20-june-2018/
http://www.kluweriplaw.com/document/KLI-KTCL-ONS-18-27-002
https://copyrightblog.kluweriplaw.com/newsletter


2

Kluwer Copyright Blog - 2 / 2 - 22.02.2023

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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