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Copyright case: Gold Value International Textile Inc. v.
Sanctuary Clothing LLC, USA
Brian Craig (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Thursday, July 18th, 2019

A clothing company that knowingly included inaccurate information in its copyright
application—which rendered its registration invalid—was ordered to pay $121,423 in costs and
attorney fees to retail outlets that successfully defended themselves against infringement claims.

In a copyright infringement action brought by clothing company Gold Value International Textile,
Inc,. alleging infringement of its fabric design by various retail outlets, the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Ninth Circuit has affirmed the district court’s conclusion that the copyright registration was
invalid for including inaccurate information in the copyright application. The plaintiff clothing
company knowingly included previously published designs in its application to register an
unpublished collection that would have caused the Copyright Office to deny registration if it had
known of the falsehood. The appeals court further held that the defendant retail outlets, which
included Amazon, Bloomindales, and Nordstrom, were entitled to attorney fees and costs of
$121,423 as prevailing parties even though they prevailed on a technical defense (Gold Value
International Textile, Inc. v. Sanctuary Clothing, LLC, June 4, 2019, Steeh, G.).

Case date: 04 June 2019
Case number: No. 17-55818
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Copyright Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
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increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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