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Copyright case: Ennio Morricone Music Inc. v. Bixio Music
Group Ltd., USA
John W. Scanlan (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Wednesday, September 4th, 2019

The statutory schemes of Italian and U.S. copyright law differ in their allocation of authorship
status in that Italian law does not recognize the ab initio statutory allocation of copyright to the
commissioner of a work made for hire.

The assignment to a music publisher of composer Ennio Morricone’s copyrights in six Italian
movie scores he had composed 35 or more years earlier could be terminated under Section 203 of
the U.S. Copyright Act because the scores were not the Italian equivalent of “works made for
hire,” the U.S. Court of Appeals in New York City has ruled in reversing and remanding a district
court’s decision in favor of the publisher. Under Italian copyright law, the composer of a film score
retains authorship, even if the composer contractually assigns all economic rights in the score to
the work’s commissioner (Ennio Morricone Music Inc. v. Bixio Music Group Ltd., August 21,
2019, Hall, P.).

Case date: 21 August 2019
Case number: No. 17-3595-cv
Court: United States Court of Appeals, Second Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Copyright Blog, please
subscribe here.

Kluwer IP Law

The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?
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Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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