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Copyright case: Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies
Inc. v. DENSO International America Inc., USA
Thomas Long (Wolters Kluwer Legal & Regulatory US) · Friday, March 13th, 2020

Because hard drives used in audio recording devices in cars sold by Ford, GM, and Chrysler did
not contain “only sounds,” they were not covered by the Audio Home Recording Act of 1992.

The Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies (AARC)—a nonprofit organization formed to
collect and distribute royalties under the Audio Home Recording Act of 1992 to featured recording
artists and sound recording copyright owners—cannot go forward with an action against Ford,
General Motors, Chrysler, and manufacturers of in-vehicle audio recording devices for failing to
pay royalties required under the statute, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia
Circuit has held. According to the court, because the hard drives in the in-car CD-copying devices
at issue did not contain “only sounds”—a limitation in the text of the statute—the copies on them
did not qualify as “digital musical recordings,” and the devices therefore did not qualify as “digital
audio recording devices” subject to the law. A district court’s grant of summary judgment in favor
of the defendants was affirmed (Alliance of Artists and Recording Companies, Inc. v. DENSO
International America, Inc., January 28, 2020, Edwards, H.).

Case date: 28 January 2020
Case number: No. 18-7141
Court: United States Court of Appeals, District of Columbia Circuit

A full summary of this case has been published on Kluwer IP Law.

_____________________________

To make sure you do not miss out on regular updates from the Kluwer Copyright Blog, please
subscribe here.
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The 2022 Future Ready Lawyer survey showed that 79% of lawyers think that the importance of
legal technology will increase for next year. With Kluwer IP Law you can navigate the
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increasingly global practice of IP law with specialized, local and cross-border information and
tools from every preferred location. Are you, as an IP professional, ready for the future?

Learn how Kluwer IP Law can support you.
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